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'F Con. i i. 23 and 17. 


We preach Chrift crucified—not with Wi fe 
dom of Words, leſt the Croſs of Gn 
ſhould be made mn none Wes. 


T O iluſtrate and net the utility 
of preaching Chriſt crueified, 
I. With regard to the _— itſelf, 
and then 
1 With reſpect to the manner of do- 
ing it, is the deſign of this addreſs, which, 
with all due deference, 1s ſubmitted to 
the candid conſideration of this e 5 


The reluche Won of Chriſt being the | 
proof poſitive that he died, not for any 


offences of his own, and that he was 
KB EO crucified, 


[2 * 
crucified, not altogether according to the 
natural courſe of things, but by the de- 
terminate counſel and foreknowledge of 
God®; it was wiſely done by the apoſtles to 
begin their publick miniſtry with vouthing 
for 4 * truth of his reſurrection. But this 
point being eſtabliſned, and many con- 
vinced that he was the Son of God with 
power by his reſurrection from the dead; 
his crucifixion was-to be the ſource from 

whence their future preaching was to be 
derived; or the grand baſis on which all 
their future endeavours to reform man- 
kind were to be erecked. Accordingly, 
the principal bent of the apoſtle in his 
publick character, as a perſon divinely 
commiſſioned to convert and ſave the 
world, dead in treſpaſſes and fins, cen- 
tered here preaching Chriſt erutified, 
Nay, ſo ſtrongly was his mind impreſſed 
with its importance, that in the begin- 
ning of the next chapter he thus obſerves, | 
I determined not to know any thing 
among you, ſave Jeſus Chrift, and him 
crucified; * eminent abilities, his ac- 
iy 'Y 4 
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EA, 
quired knowledge, his inſpired 


wers 


were to be devoted to one purpaſe, and 


directed to one point—preaching Chriſt 
crucified. All his time and talents were 
to be employed in illuſtrating and en- 
forcing the origin and cauſe, the defign,: 
the tendency and conſtraining influence 
of this doctrine in its connection with 
the ſtate of mankind at the beginning of 
their exiſtence, as the deſcendants of 
Adam in whom all die, but from whom, 
as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt ſhould 
proceed to bruiſe the ſerpent's head, and 
remedy all the evils of Adam's diſobe- 
dience: in its connection with the differ. 
ent diſpenfations of God to mankind 
before the flood and after it, under 
Abraham, and then under Moſes and 
the prophets on the one hand, and under 
the heathen moraliſts and philoſophers on 
the other: —in its connection with the 
pecuhar ſtate of mankind at the time of 
our Lord's appearance upon the earth, 
when the Gentiles, with all their wiſdom, 
knew not God: after this, with the va- 
rious revolutions in mens religious opi- 
nions, Which were ta take place from 
| lp %%% 
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time to time, even in the Chriſtian world; 
and the effect which thoſe revolttiony 
would have on the pagan world; till in 
ages to come Pagans ſhould becoms Chriſ- 
tians, and the doctrine of Chriſt crucified 
be thoroughly underſtood, when the 
knowledge of the Lord ſhould cover the 
earth as the waters do the channels of the 
fea :—in its connection with the nature of 
man, conſidered in himſelf as a ſinner, 
to be taught the evil of his ways, and ani- 
mated to repentance ; then, as an adopt- 
ed child of God, to be gradually improved, 
diſciplined, and trained up for another 
ſtate of exiſtence, far more exalted than 
the preſent ; at the ſame time to be ſup- 
ported under all his troubles, to be raiſed 
above this world, and enabled to over- 
come it, while ſuffering in conformity 
with Chriſt, by his example, whoſe cruci- 
fixion, in this view of it, was a perfect 
pattern for his diſciples to imitate with 
faithfulneſs unto death :—in its. connec- 
tion with death and its influence over it, 
whoſe ſting is taken away; and with the 
-grave, which is now made the paſſage into 
-an immortality _ life and the celeſtial 


regions, I 


323 
| regions, where is reſerved an eternal in- 
heritance of which the child of God is 
made heir, joint heir with Chriſt, to be 
glorified together with him: therefore, 
in its connection with the whole of 
Chriſt's character as Mediator between 
God and man; the Lamb ſlain before 
the foundation of the world, who in the 
Proper ſeaſon came to take away the fins 
of it, and was manifeſted to deſtroy the 
works of the devil; who was delivered up 
for our offences, and was raiſed for our 
juſtification ; who ſitteth at the right 
hand of God as a Prince and Saviour, to 
give repentance, and then the remiſſion 
of ſins; who alſo liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion for us ; who reigneth ſole Head 
and King over all things cencerning re- 
ligion and conſcience for the good of his 
church, to govern us by his' word and 
ſpirit, to perfect ſtrength in our weak- 
neſs, and to ſubdue all his and our ene- 
mies under his feet; and thus bring for- 
ward that happy period when the once 
crucified Saviour ſhall come again in the 
glory of his Father, with all his holy 
Engels, to judge t the world he died to ſave, 
And 
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and to render unto every man according: 
to his works, by determining in rightęeguſ- 
neſs the characters and doom of thoſe 
who did, and thoſe who did not, refuſe to 
have the Lord to reign-over them. And 
then, having carried time and all its con- 
gerns into eternity, to be ſwallowed up 
in it, to give up the kingiom unto Gd. 
even the F ather, that God may be al 
mim all. 
The doctrine of Chriſt 3 Pe 
| dered thus at large, the apoltle obſerves, 
in continuing his argument, is the only 
foundation which any man can lay * for 
erecting a temple of true holineſs in the 
ſoul of man for the ſervice of God, = 
this doctrine, faith he, VE the apoſtleg 
preach, in contra-diſtinction from the. 
other two methods of inſtructing and re: 
forming mankind which had been long 
adopted for obtaining, if it had been pof- | 
ſible, the ſalvation of the ſoul from its 
ſins. Of thoſe two methods the one con- 
ſiſted in the exhortations, promiſes and 
threatnings of the prophets under the di a 
hatta of Modes and the ther, in re- 
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commending Wed motals from ſuch mo- 
tives as had been diſcovered by the beſt 
powers of the human mind, ich Had 
been continually employed and exerted to 
the utmoſt by the gentile philoſophers 
from age to age, who ſet themſelves apart 
for the purpoſe of taming the utiruly 
paſſions of man, by diſplayin g to the judg- 
ment blinded by appetite, the beauty of 
virtue, and the baſeneſs of vice. With re⸗ 
gard to the jewiſli ſyſtem, its ſanctions were 
temporal, feſpecting chiefly the preſent 
ſtate; for it was not poſſible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats ſhould take away 
fins : and the apoltle ſaw Jew and Gen- 
tile alike guilty before God: while the 
latter knew not what diſpenſation he was. 
under. His inſtretuers eould indeed diſ- 
cern a ſtrong tendeney in human nature 
unto that which was evil; and they bent 
all their forces to correct that tendeney. 
But, alas! they knew not the cauſe of it: 
they could not look far enough back into 
the original conſtitution of things, as 
formed by the great Governor of nature; 
to ſpecify any indiſputable method of ob, 
taining the) pardon of fin, and encourag- 
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ing contrition: and if repentance,took 
place ; they could not point out to frail 
man any certain method of overcoming 
temptations which were as numerous 
almoſt as the objects which ſurrounded 
him, and as regularly returning as the 
revolving hours: neither could they ex- 
tend their views far enough forward be- 
yond this preſent ſcene of things, to 
aſcertain a reward hereafter, ſufficient; to 
overbalance that weight of woe which 
the integrity of a man's virtue may ſome- 
times bring upon him, when deſirous of 
continuing its ſteady diſciple, amidſt the 
oppoſition conſtantly made againſt it by 

the various powers of the preſent world. 
They could not afford even to the beſt 
of men any ſolid, poſitive hope, as to the 
future conſequences of their variegated 
conduct; conſcious to themſelves, as they 
were, of a multitude of infirmities and 
ſins which they found could not be ſha- 
ken off, until the body ſank into the 
graye : neither could they ſay, whether 
thoſe infirmities would, or would not; 
follow the man into another ſtate of exiſts 
ENCE, ſhould there” be. any other: and 
even 
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even on this iaſt circumſtatice they could 
not ſay any thing with certainty, © -- 
preach Chriſt crucified to them was there- 
fore abſolutely neceſſary; although ii 

the pride of their heightened wiſdom, theß 
at firſt ſtiled it the foohſhneſs of preach- 
ing. It was equally neceſſary for the 
Jews, the principles of - whoſe laws were 
only introductory to a better ſyſtem, and 
deſigned to pave the way for the doctrine 
of the croſs. The law, ſaith our apoſtle, 
was @ ſehoolmaſter, teaching the firſt 
elements of religion in the knowledge of 
the unity of God, and the outlines of his 
moral government, 70 lead men unto Chriſt, 
a more able, a compleat tutor; teaching 
them how fully to regain the favour of 
God when they offend him, and the future 
rewards of holineſs in life eternal, with 
the final puniſhment of ſinners by their 
everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence 
of God, Without this knowledge every 
ſerious perſon muſt feel a dreadful void 
in his ſoul: when gained, he feels its 
ſuitableneſs to all his wants. He is con- 
vinced that it is his great concern to. 
embrace it, not n but with all ac- 

| C ceptation; - 
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| eeptation; and to be influenced by its 
becauſe it is in every reſpect adapted to- 
the nature and condition of man, con- 
ſidered as a creature accountable to God 
his lawgiver, benefactor and judge. 
On this ground, namely the relation in 
which mankind ſtand towards God, I 
ſhall reſt my argument to prove the im- 
portance of preaching Chriſt crucified; 
as the only effectual means of purifying: 
the ſoul from ſinful inclinations and 
practices, and producing the beſt fruits 
of holineſs unto glory, honour and im- 
mortality. - wt 
As an intelligent creature let a man 
give himſelf a moment's ſerious reflection, 
and he will find a moment's reflection 
ſufficient to inform him concerning his 
preſent condition. His conſcience will 
not fail to declare moſt expreſsly and 
pointedly, that he has done thoſe things 
which he ought not to Have done that 
it is ungrateful fo to do,—and that he 
deſerves puniſhment. This is the caſe. 
with every man: it is human nature: 
for whatever judgment men may form of 
themſelves and others mutually, in the, 
TI 4 Common 
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common tranſactions of human life be- 


tween man and man; the judgment 
which they all muſt paſs upon themſelves 
invariably, is that they are ſinners againſt 
God. This is the leading trait in the 
human character: it is as ſtriking a fea» 
ture in the ſoul as is that intelligence 


which diſtinguithes lim n the n 


creation. 
To quiet conſcience, to obmin the 


pardon of fin, to get rid of its burden, 
has been the univerſal attempt of the 
thoughtful in every age: hence the uſe 


of ſacrifices every where; and hence 


the moral precepts recommended to men 
of every nation under heaven. It was 
the deſideratum 1n the ſcience of human 
life, 

However, it muſt certainly be the ſole 
Prerogative of the prince and legiſlator to 
appoint, in what manner he pleaſes, the 


method of obtaining forgiveneſs, and a 


deliverance from ſin: and this is a bleſſing 


ſo very deſirable that, without it, human 
life, in any the moſt eligible ſtation, muſt. 


be a life of doubts, and fears, and miſgiv- 


ing apprehenſions; a life, through fear of 


Ce death, 
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death, ever ſubject to bondage. The doc 
trine of Chriſt crucified preſents us with 
this bleſſing. For what is the firſt poſi- 
tion in the chriſtian ſcheme of redemp- 
tion but this; God, the ſupreme Lord and 
c Lawgiver, in his unbounded love to the 
human race, having raiſed up his fon Feſus, 
fent | him to bleſs us in turning away every 
one of us from bis iniquities | ? Andin 
what light was Jeſus held up to view 
on his firſt publick appearance in the 
world as its Saviour, but this, Behold the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the fins of the 
world? This was the noble work he 
undertook to execute—by repreſenting 
the ſupremely great and only Potentate, 
under the endearing character of our 
FATHER : and ſetting all his perfec- 
tions as revealed by Moſes and the pro- 
phets 1 in the moſt amiable point of view, 
—by the penetrating power of his pre- 
cepts, which pierce into the very foul, as 
well as ſpeak to the outward deportment 
by his piety ſo eminent, his purity ſo 
ſpotleſs, his benevolence ſo extenſive, 5 
obedience fo perſevering, and his ſubmiſ- 
fion D — his miracles which 
proved, 


11 
proved, what he himſelf had foretold, 
that he had power to lay down. his life, 
and power to take it up again; and there- 
fore that his crucifixion was voluntary: 
all theſe circumſtances, conſidered in con- 
junction with the will of his Father 
and our Father, that he ſhould lay down 
his life for his ſheep, conſpire to give 
that tranquillity and ſatisfaction to the 
ſoul, which the moſt humble and fearful 
penitent can poſſibly deſire. Oh how do 
I admire that conduct of my bleſſed Lord 
; which countenanced curioſity, even while 
whetting up the edge of it to the ſharpeſt 
point; when he went into a ſynagogue on 
the Sabbath day, and flood up to read; and 
took this paſſage for the ſubject of his 
diſcourſe ; The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me; becauſe the Lord bath appointed me 
to preach good ridings to the meek: be bath 
ſent me to bind wp the broken bearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening 
of the priſon to them who are bound; to pro- 
claim the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
the day of recom pence of bur God; to comfort 
all that mourn; 15 appoint unto them who 
mourn in Bow #6 give unto them * 


for 
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fer aſhes, the oil of j joy for mburning;: the 
garment c praiſe for the ſpirit of heavi- 
neſs —. No wonder that the eyes of all 


them that were in the ſynagogue were faſten- 
ed on him—and that they all bare witneſs, 
and wondered at the gracious words 9 
| * out of his wank: 


Surely the illuſtration of ſuch ſgbjetia 


as theſe, muſt be the proper buſineſs of 
the Sabbath-day, and the noble e 
ment of the pulpit. 


At our Lord's reſurrection the anxiouf- 


neſs of their curioſity concerning the way 


of ſalvation was lulled to reſt. The prin- 


ciple itſelf {till continued; and was en- 


couraged: becauſe the inquiſitive mind, 


hungering and thirſting after righteouſ- 
neſs and growth in grace, would find 


proper food, by its continual reſearches 


into the ſtore of the goſpel treaſure, to 


ſtrengthen its future enquiries, having 


fully gratified its former ones: and be- 


cauſe the mind would meet with an in- 


exhauſtible ſupply of the moſt pleaſant 
ſtreams, to fill the ſoul with hope and 


joy. If inſtances were neceſſary for the 


N my of this, I would requeſt you to re- 


collect 


collect what encouragement finners re- 
ceive from the doctrine of.Chriſt crucified, 
to conſider their ways, to humble them- 
ſelves before their heavenly Father, and 
to repent. Its language is all invitation, 
to godly ſorrow ; nothing to affright and 
bear down the contrite ſoul ; but every 
thing to encourage and invigorate it. 
What clear conviction does it afford, that 
its repentance will not be merely avail- 
able, but highly acceptable to the Father 
of mercies; and that it is his delight! 
What a certainty may be laid before peni= 
tent perſons, that if they go to the throne | 
of grace mourning, they ſhall return re- 
joicing! Nay, becauſe the free gift of the 
_ crucified Saviour zs of many offences, that: 
under the diſtrefles of conſcience, lament - 
ing its being frequently borne down by 
the clamorous incentives of the paſſions, 
and the deceiving baits of the world, they 
can have free acceſs at all times unto the 
Father, and can come boldly to the throne 
of grace to obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in every future time of need. It 
is therefore a doctrine moſt ſuitable to 


the Preſent condition of man; enticed as 
_ 
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he is by luſts within, to ſubmit unts 
temptations from without. For what is 
it which gives vigour to temptations but 
| the weak ſtate of the ſoul, and the power 

of the paſſions? and what is it can con- 
troul ſenſual or worldly inclinations on 
the one hand, and hereby ſtrengthen the 
holy deſires of the ſoul on the other, and 
thus form around it an habitual defence 
from the darts of temptation, but the en- 
couragement we have to preſent our con- 
ſtant addreſſes to the throne of grace, from 
the pleaſing reflection that we have a great 
high Prieſt who is paſſed into the heavens, 
Jeſus the Son of God—who is touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; and 
was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without fin ? By the exerciſe of prayer, 
from the encouragement hereby given, 
the heart is not only ſet upon its guard 
againſt the ſurprize of temptation ; but 
learns, as by an holy inſtinct, where to 
ſeek afliſtance in the firſt moment of _— 
freſh attack. | 

Leading off our hearers from worldly 
concerns by inſtructing them to look 
| | uno 
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unto * Jeſus the author and finiſher of 
our faith, they learn to ſee the world in 
its true light: its charms become leſs 
attractive and alluring its cares leſs cor- 
roding; its ivitations and promiſes de- 
creaſe in their power to deceive and diſ- 
appoint ; its "frowns ceaſe to diſmay. 
They learn the ſcience of heavenly mind- 
edneſs. By teaching them to follow 
Jeſus with the eye of their minds through, 
the various ſcenes of his life of obedience 
and ſuffering, till he was lifted up on 
the croſs—cried out, it is finiſhed,” — 
entered the dominions of the king of 
terrors—deſpoiled him of all his trophies 
—and made an open paſſage through his 
gloomy regions into the bright and all- 
glorious regions of cœleſtial bliſs; they 
behold him as He who was dead, but i 1s 
alive again; who liveth for ever more, 
and hath the keys of the unſeen world 
and of death. They therefore feel the 
ſecurity of their hope, that becauſe he 
liveth, they ſhall live alſo, and ſhall be 
kept by the power of God through faith 
D | unto 
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will they find their angry paſſions reſtrain - 
ed: envy. and calumny filenced, anger 
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ants ſalvation. How * is this 
hope. ! how does it engage them to purify 
themſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh; 


—and of the ſpirit! to mortify the deeds. 


of the body ! to calm down the turbulent 
paſſions of the ſoul! Direct their view to 
Jeſus wearing the crown of thorns, and 
led as a lamb. te the laughter, n 
their griefs and carrying their ſorrows.— 
lead them to Mount Calvary—and to the 
foot of the croſs :. there let them look 


and meditate : call on them likewiſe to. 


liſten to the dying language of this per- 
fect pattern of meckneſs and love con- 
cerning his murderers, Father forgive: 
chem for they, know. nat what they, do: then 


Iolled aſleep, and revenge-deadened; They 
will learn to put away all bitterneſs, and: 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
ſpeaking, with all malice; and to be Kind 
one to another, tender hearted, forgiving 
ons another, even as God, 1 in Chriſt, has: N 
foxgiven. them 3 
The conſideration of the Joftrine af 


Chriſt crucified has, above all things, the 


m oſt 
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moſt powerful tendeney, not only to fe- 
move every weight or impeditnent to 
holineſs ; but is the moſt animating ex- 
citement to the chearful 6bedierice of 
every ptecept, and to the cultivatioh of 
the ſame mind as was in Chriſt, It en- 
gages them likewiſe to per ſevtfing obe= 
dience, by recalling to their recollectiom 
how much is contained in thofe words of 
their riſen Lord, Lo I am with you always 
unto the end of the world: and again 


will come aguin and receive you untò myſelf. 


that where I am there ye may be alſo. 

How pleaſing alſo is it for them to 
hear, that while this plan of falvation Has 
its foundation laid deep and fitm in lo. 

lineſs of mind, it teaches them to rever- 
_ ence themſelves, infpites them with the 
moſt laudable ambition to grow iti grace, 
to build on this bafis one grace and vir- 

tue after another, till the living temple 


in the ſoul is not only cormpleated, ar 


the top-ſtone laid in Loye, but each of 
the various parts of it is ornamented by 


this moſt amiable, effential, and diffin- |. 
Smſking +; of of true Fane whict 
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gives the glow of beauty and perfection 
to the whole. 5 
Need I fay that the dodxine 55 the: 


Croſs regards the welfare and tranquillity 
of the ſouls of our hearers in every fage. 
of the chriſtian life; comforting the feeble 


minded, and ſtrengthening the weak, at 
the ſame time edifying the ſaints in their 


moſt holy faith? or that it gives the beſt 
direction according to every man's natural 


temper, and to each perſon's character of 
whatever deſcription it may be? Need I 
hint that the voluntary humiliation of 
Chriſt, who, though he was rich, yet for 
our ſakes became poor, gives the moſt 
ſalutary counſel to the rich; delivering 
them out of the dangerous ſnares of proſ- 
perity: and that it affords moſt ample. 
proviſion for the poor; becauſe unto 
them eſpecially the goſpel is preached, 
aſſuring them of the peculiar notice of 
their heavenly Father, who not having 
ſpared his own Son, will with him freely 
give them all things. | 
With regard therefore to the external 
as well as internal concerns of mankind, 
qld ings are done away; behold, all 


ting 


L*. 
things are become new. All the diſpen- 
ſations of God, as the God of providence; 
are regulated by him under the character 
of the God of grace. The world, when 
ſeen through the medium of the goſpel, 
is ſeen altogether in a new light: all 
things work together for good : all the 
common bleſſings of this life may be re- 
liſhed with a double ſweetneſs, under the 
hope that they ſhall be crowned with the 
ſuperior enjoyments of the other; while 
the crucifixion of Chriſt, which threw a 
light all around the dark manſions of the 
grave, illumines every ſcene of life, how- 
ever gloomy in itſelf, with the chearing 
rays of faith, and hope, and peace, and 
joy. What power, what wiſdom, what 
love and grace are diſplayed in the plan 
of our redemption from ſin and ſorrow ! 
In how endearing a light do all the divine 
perfections and diſpenſations appear! 

But 'what ſhall 1 more. ſay? This 
glorious ſubject branches itſelf into ſo 
many parts, that they are as numerous 
as the ſtars of heaven: and the repeated 
view of them will never tire the attention 
of our people, any more than the view 


of 


1 22 J 
of thoſe glittering globes of light: ne- 
vertheleſs, it is when the world is ſnut 
out, that we view both the one and the 


other with the moſt pleaſing contempla- 
tion, and'cry out with increafing admira- 
tion and rapture, Lord, what is man 
that thou art mindful of him ; and the 
ſon of man that thou viſiteſt him? In 
fact, this fubject, like the ſun ſhining 
throughout all creation, cheriſhes and 
invigorates all the powers of the foul, 
while it enlightens the mind with the 
moſt important knowledge ; knowledge 
which looks as ſteadily and pointedly to 
practice as the well touched needle in the 
mariner's compaſs does to the north pole: 
for holineſs is the grand object which 1 
wifh to keep in view in thus reſpectfully ; 
addreſſing you on this ſubject. 
Compared with preaching Chriſt cruei · 
fied, as above ſuggeſted, in what light does 
the minute and deep laboured diſeuſſion of 
any one of thoſe ſubjects of diſpute which 
have divided the chriſtian world appear? 


They hide their diminiſhed heads. For 


| of whatever 1mportance to our hearers 
any of us may ſuppoſe the belicf of them n 


. 
de; yet, permit me to aſk. what effect has 
the diſcuſſion of them in the pulpit on the 


minds, or (which is of mote moment) on 


the hearts of our hearers? If their minds 
are in doubt or confuſion concerning the 
truth of them, their hearts muſt remain 


unimproved : if they receive: them rapid- 


ly, and without confidering tlie weight 


or futility of the arguments advanced in 
ſupport of them; their hearts are gener - 


ally filled with ſpiritual pride, higotry 


and animoſity ; ; and hereby, whatever they 
may think, are rendered worſe than un- 


improved, Preaching. Chriſt crucified/i 1s 


free from any of thoſe ill effects: and in 
reality we hereby preach, the whole fyf- 
tem of the goſpel, as conſiſting i in repent- 


ance towards God, and faith. towards our: 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt *: and by preaching re- 
pentance and faith we ſhall, in imitation 
of our apoſtle's method of publick in- 


ſtruction, and according to his declaration : 


to the elders of the church at Epheſus. 
keep back nothing that is profitable t; but 


declare 10 whole counſel or DETERMI- 


-NATION. 
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 naTION of Gov. concerning! their holineſ ; 
and happineſs *. 14 ref 


CuRIST CRUCIFIED leicfors contains 


the whole abject of our commilſion. 
fo bs 7 | Wide 


mP Ibid.” ver. 27. Taga Thy DUE This AF in 
its primary, ſenſe, ſignifies a advice ; ; and when applied 
to a ſuperior, It means his will or determination 
concerning ſomething he would have per formed. 


Thus, Hom. II. i. ver. 5. aug Ferodero Hen: the de- 


eree of mow: was . e $8717 It 1 ad- 


ww 4 6.4 > 


II. i ii. ver. 1435 dlc Gu gte b ru οαον: any : As. ſub⸗ 
mitted not unto his advice: and it RG not in'the 
leaſt refer to the inveſtigation or communication of 


truth ſimply conſidered in itſelf. The various paſ- 


ſages where the word is uſed in the New Teſtament 
prove this. e. g. The kings of the earth ſtood, and 
the rulers were gathered together to do- what 5 


hand and thy counſel determined before to be dine. 


Acts iv. 28. Who workzth all things according ro 
the counſel of his will,” Epheſ. i. 11. © Him (Chriſt) 
delivered up by the determinate counſel and foreknow- 
ledge of God,* Acts ii. 23. The epithet or adjective 


here uſed, points out moſt Apgar the 9 of 
the ſubſtantive. 


I am happy in this opportunity of ie our 
apoſtle from any deſign of giving, by the above de- 


claration, the leaſt encouragement to any of his ſuc- 


ceſſors to imagine, that they ſhall · be guilty of the 
blood of their hearers, unleſs they are diſcufling 1 in 
the pulpit, every thing which they conceive to be 
contained 


T2517 
Wide and extended as it is, here it is 
bounded : and by it are we to regulate all _ 
our diſcourſes and inſtructions. _ 


contained in the ſcriptures. It is not the meaning 
of the word. Saint Paul's idea was very different. 
For if we judge of the ſtate of his mind from his 
ſituation and circumſtances at the time when he made 
the above declaration to the elders of the church, 
we ſhall then enter into his feelings, and the ſpirit 
of the text. For preaching the doctrine of the croſs 
the Jews hated him: they laid in wait to aſſaſſinate 
him ®, Still, however, he was determined to perſiſt 
in his courſe; though at the peril of his life. He 


taught this doctrine publickly, in the moſt open 


manner ; and from houſe to bouſe, wherever he went ; 
although he knew that the Jews had their ſpies diſ- 


perſed in different quarters, to lay hold on him, teſ— 


tifying, both to the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, re- 
pentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. And thus, notwith/anding the danger to which 


he was exp: ſed, he did not fhun to declare the whole coun- 
ſe] of God! he would not keep back any thing that 
was profitable; both to Jew and Greek in common. But 
does not this circumſtance evidently imply, that he 


made known only ſo much of what had been revealed 


to him, as he knew would be profitable ; but. no 


more? This was really his conduct towards the 


Corinthians whom he fed with milk, but not with 
ſtrong meat; becauſe they were not able to bear it: 
" „ 


+ Ibid, ver. 19. 
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On other 1 which go beyond it, 
and which have no manifeſt and decided 
connection with it, we are not authoriſed 

to + 


they could not digeſt it: inſtead of being ſerviceable 
to them, he found it would prove a ſource of greater 
animoſity than was already among them. He was 
therefore preaching the whole counſel of God when 
he was declaring whatever would prove beneficial to 
their ſouls ; the improvement of the ſoul in holineſs 


conſtituting the whole determination of God con- 
| cerning his intelligent offspring. 


Preaching Chriſt crucified was declaring all this. 

Notwithſtanding © the curio ity of the human mind 
may naturaily "ax prompted the Epheſians to make 
the moſt thorough enquiry about the religion propoſed 
to them by the apoſtle, and notwithſtanding his 
known readineſs and fortitude to avow and defend 
the truth on all occaſions *; ;“ yet by his keeping back 


nothing that was r e and by feeding with 


milk and not with ſtrong meat, he did not Wa to 
give full ſcope to that curioſity which inclines the 


mind to ſpeculate on ſubjects which at preſent we 


can diſcern only through a glafs darkly. The rea- 
dons why he did not ine that curioſity will be 
mentioned hereafter. Permit me to aſk in this place, 
whether there has not been too much curioſity among 
chriſtians in every age, either like the papiſt, with 

the 


r gee a ſermon preached at Exeter laſt May, by 


Mr. Bietland: printed by Mr, Trewman, and fold 
by him and the author. 


* 
to preach. This appears from the apoſfles 
mode of expreſſion i in the text, we PREACH 
CuRIST CRUCIFIED : We are heralds ap- 
pointed to proclaim this truth ſo credible 
| in itſelf, and worthy of all aeceptation; 
namely that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world to fave ſinners. 
The office of an herald is to announce 
the will of his prince concerning the ſafety 
and welfare of his ſubjects: and this an- 
nunciation is to be done with all plainneſs 
E 2 5 and 


the Jew, t require a * or, like the vhiloſophic 
proteſtant, with the Greek, 16 ſeek after wifdom ? 
Preaching Chriſt crucified would do both of them 
more ſervice. | 
The interpretation given of the above phraſe 
' (counſel of God) will not, I am perſwaded, be cor- 
dially relifted either by itinerant ignorance, or ſta- 
tioned quacks in divinity z becauſe it may tend to 
deprive their ſermons of all their ſuppoſed excellence: 
yet I am equally perſwaded, that it will be -perufed 
with all candour by my much reſpected friend, the 
author of the ſermon alluded to; the reaſoning of 
which, when conſidered as a general principle look- 
ing pointedly to the improvement of the heart by 
enlightening the mind, deſerves high encomiums ; 
and I moſt chearfully embrace this opportunity of 
throwing in my mite of applauſe to the honeſty and 
liberality of the motives which appear to have actuat- 
ed him at the timę of his compoſing it, 
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10 N perſpicuity; that the ſubjects may hag 


expole themſelves to danger, from igno- 


rance or uncertainty with regard- to the 


ſalutary ſyſtem or code of government 
they are under. The- chriſtian herald 
therefore moſt ſadly miſtakes the nature 
of his office, the deſign of the pulpit, and 


the buſineſs of the Sabbath-day ; when 


he attempts to carry his hearers into the 
aerial regions of ſyſtematic divinity: for 
what is generally the effect of the know, 
ledge which he communicates? The 
apoſtle obſerves, that knowledge puffeth 
up: and if this be wiſdom, is it not the 
wiſdom of words, men's wiſdom, or the 
wiſdom of this world ? Expreſſi ons theſe, 
uſed by our. apoſtle to caution his ſucceſ- 


| ſors concerning the manner in which they 


are to preach Chriſt crucified. To illuſ- 


trate this is the deſign of the ſecond part 


of our * 


SERMON 


SERM ON II. 


1 Cox. i. 23 and 17. 

NMie preach Chrift crucified—not with Wif- 
dom of Words, leſt the Croſs of Chr: if 
be made of none Effect. 


'EST the Croſs af Chriſt be made of 
none effect! Unhappily for us then, 

it appears that this beſt of plans for re- 
forming mankind may fail of its effect, 
if improperly purſued. Under this affect- 
ing idea, which moſt ſtrongly impreſſed 
the apoſtle's mind, earneſtly bent on the 
ſalvation of the ſouls of men, he obſerves, 
I came not with excellence of ſpeech or 
of wiſdom ;'and again, my ſpeech and 
my preaching. was not with enticing | 
words 
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6 =}. 
words of men's wiſdom ; but in the de- ; 
monſtration of the ſpirit and of power; 5 


we 


that your faith might not ſtand in the 
wiſdom of men, but in the power of God. 


The little effect which our preaching 
has upon mankind, demands our moſt 
ſerious conſideration. Great complaint 
is very juſtly made concerning the indif- 
ference of chriſtians to religious truth. 
There 1s, however, much greater reaſon 
to complain, of their indifference to vital 


practical religion; which certainly is the 


grand cauſe of their indifference to the 
genuine doctrines of chriſtianity. But 
whence this indifference to religion jitſelf? 
It ariſes, ſo far as preaching is concerned, 
from attempting to convert ſinners from | 
the errors of their ways, by preaching the 
goſpel with wiſdom of words, or man's 
wiſdom— when, for inſtance, the preach- 
er is drawing off the attention of the 


people from the one thing needful, by # 


pompous diſplay of his oratorical powers 


and talents at compoſition ; hereby dif- 
figuring or concealing the attractive form 


of true religion, by a glittering glare of 
worn 98 an artificial diefs, Of ſuch 


ſermons 


ENR x 
ſermons as theſe the beſt that can be ſaid 
3s, that they are amuſing : and the am- 
baſſador for Chriſt, whoſe office it is to 
intreat men in Chriſt's ſtead, as though 
God did beſeech them, to be reconciled 

unto God *, has ſcarce any other appel- 
lation than that of a pretty preacher. But 
the ſoul hungering after righteouſneſs 
ſoon finds that he was fed with frath in- 
ſtead of ſolid food; and that he was ſent 
away in a manaer empty. Such a preacher 
may be applauded for a -while by the 
young, unexperienced, as they are at 
preſent in the deceitfulneſs of fin, the 
falſe appearances which an alluring world 
wears, and the treachery of the human 
heart. But when the conſcience by being 
wounded becomes painful, and eſpecially 
when the anguiſh of the wound is en- 
creaſed by being repeatedly galled and 
fretted, then they alſo find that he is @ 
' phyfician of no value, and a miſerable com- 
forter of a diſtreſſed ſoul. His wiſdom of 
words proves of little or no avail, Surely 
the preſent age has had ſufficient experi- 
ence of what Horid declamations even on 
divine 
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I 32 x 
divine ſubjects can, rather what they 
cannot do. Paul of Tarſus, ranked among 
the firſt orators by a moſt competent 
judge of true eloquence *, did not thus 
harangue his hearers: he did not indulge 
them by imitating the practice of the 


Græcian orators of thoſe times, who in 


their publick diſputations on ſubjects of 
religious enquiry, not being able to come 
at the knowledge of things, endeavoured, 
but in vain, to ſupply the defect by a 


nice arrangement of words. It was a 


great misfortune to them: and over them 
our apoſtle had amazingly the advantage. 
He had the matter, the ſubſtance to com- 


municate to them: and there was no 


occaſion for him to be ſo curious, as they 
were obliged to be, about the manner. It 
was ſterling gold which he had to preſent 
to the people: and there was no neceſſity 
for his giving it that exquiſitely fine po- 
liſn which the pagan orators found ſo 
eſſential to the adorning of their tinſel 


toys. It was ſufficient for him to hold up, 


in a plain artleſs manner, the word of life 


to the _ Es. under doubts 
- concern- 


| * Longinus, 


tal 


concerning the future conſequences of 


their paſt conduct, and under tempta- 


tions to renew it: then he knew that its 
own intrinſick worth would demonſtrate 
itſelf to their hearts as well as their un- 


derſtandings; and be a convincing proof 


that it came down from heaven; that it 
was what they had always been wanting, 
and what was perfectly ſatisfying. It 
was the demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 
Power; the Spirit of God bearing wit- 


neſs in full union and harmony with their 


ſpirits, that the doctrine of the croſs was 
the pearl of great price. So far was the 


apoſtle from needing a brilliancy or a 


redundance of words to ſet off his ideas, 
that it was the magnitude and ſublimity 
of his ſabje& which forced along his 
words, and gave them their energy when« 


ever the powers of language were found 


capable, as frequently was not the caſe *, 


of doing Juſtice to his ſentiments, _ 
Ro - 


* See particularly Rom. vii. 13. That fin, by the 
commandment, might become exceeding ſinful : Ephef. 
Ii. 18, 19. That ye may be able to comprehend, with 


all ſaints what is the breadth and length, and depth 
and 


© ew 


i may be obſerved farther, that od 
apoſtle, although educated under Gama- 
liel, and intended for a public pleader at 
the bar, avoided in his mode of preaching 
Chriſt crucified, all that human wiſdom 
ſo common among the Græcian philoſo- 
phers and orators of thoſe times. No 
ſcholaſtic ſubtleties, no metaphyſical re- 
finements are to be found with him. His 
mode of demonſtration was not that 
which was deduced from a long chain of 
abſtruſe arguments, drawn out from firſt 
principles ; nor did he attempt to prove 
the truth of his poſitions from the reaſon 
and fitneſs of things conſidered ab- 
ſtractedly i in their own nature, or in their 
mutual relation, habitudes and reſpects 
to each other *. This method of preach- 


ing 


and height; and to know the love of Chriſt which paſ- 
0 ſeth knowledge ; that ye may be filled with all the fullneſt 
TY of God. Rom. viii. 18. I reckon that the ſufferings of 
the preſent time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which ſhall be revealed in us. The terms in 
the original, here marked in italics, are altogether 
uncommon; and for ſtrength are. exceeding ſtrange 
See many other ſimilar paſſages. | 
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[35-1 
ing was too cold and unanimating ; ut⸗ 
terly unworthy that plan which extricates 
the human race from the depths of wretch- 
edneſs, and exalts them to the heights of 
happineſs: a plan formed by the God of 
all compaſſion and grace before the foun- 
dation of the world, and which will be 
celebrated as long as eternity ſhall con- 
tinue. The apoſtle could fix the atten- 
tion, and pierce and warm the hearts 
of his hearers by his ſuperior method of 
demonſtration: he could convince them 
of the beauty of holineſs by the example 
of their ſuffering Lord, who having diſ- 
played, in the moſt glowing colours, the 
excellence of it by his life; ſhed his blood 
in its defence: and then aroſe again, 
proving its acceptableneſs with the Father, 
and that according to his own gracious 
appointment, it ſhould certainly be re- 
warded by him with an eternal weight 
of glory in another ſtate, as well as en- 
gage his peculiar care and regard for Bin 
| obedient children, while in this world. 

As a public ſpeaker our apoſtle labouks | 
ed under two conſiderable diſadvantages: 
tus perſon was againſt him; his bodily pre- 
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- have ſuch an effect, that the orator, tho 
brought a priſoner before the Roman go- 
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the eſtimation of the polite Greeks, con- 
temptible. But though be was rude” in 


ſpeech he was not ſo in knowledge . What 


then under the ſpirit of God, but the im- 


portance of his fubject—his thorough ap- 


quaintance with it—his entering into its 
ſpirit (joined witk his knowledge of tha 
human heart) and conſequently the for- 
cible manner of his treating it, could 


vernor, to defend himſelf againſt the op- 


probrious charge of being a mover of 
ſedition, could make his judge tremble? 


et it was a common fubject: it had been 


often treated of at large by the moraliſts of 
antiquity: it was on righteouſneſs and 
temperance that he diſcourſed; but he gave 
a new turn and unexpected energy to it, 
by the dodrine of @ judgmont to come; of 


which God had given full aſſurance, in 


that he had raiſed the crucified Jeſus from 
the dead. Contraſt the divine wiſdon 
which inſpired Paul's diſcourſes, with the 
vie of words and the Juunen wildom 
n 


4 2 Cor. Xe 20 aud xi. 6, 


T3} 


already averted to, and no-one will be at 
a loſs for one reaſon 1n particular among 
others, of his being able to plant churches 
wherever he went; nor on the other 


hand, for the cauſe of the preſent com- 
plaint among us, that the number of our 


hearers is decreaſing, and. the houſe of 
God forlaken. 

There is another ſpecies of buman 
wiſdom which Paul avoided in his man- 
ner of preaching Chriſt crucified; namely 
ſpeculating on plain truths, and laying more 
fireſs on dbctrines to be believed than on 
duties to be pratiſed. The apoſtle per- 
ceived an unhappy proneneſs to this evil 
both in the converted Greek and. Jew, 
Ale ſaw the former Mill fond of applying 
to chriſtianity His uſual practice of reſin- 
ing on every ſubject of critical inveſtiga» 
tion; and that the diſciple of Moſes could 
not thrawaſide his viſionary idea, that thoſe 


of his nation only were the elect people of 


God; and that the Gentile was not to ex- 


pect ſalvation unleſs he fell in with the 


rites and ceremonies af Moſes, and with 
that ſyſtem of faith which the Jew had re- 
 grzved from his anceſtors, and embraced as 
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the firſt and 3 eſſential principles of 2 3 
religious education. When religious ſub- 
jects came before them, what is my faith? 
and what is yours? were ſubſtituted in 
the room of thoſe topics which tend moſt 
directly to correct the errors of the heart 
and to make a man humble. In all ſub- 
Jects of diſputation, and eſpecially in reli- 
gious diſputes, pride will ever intrude it- 
ſelf into company, without refuſal or in- 
terruption from either party; and cauſe - 
each to miſpend that part of their pre- 
cious time, eſpecially on the Lord's day, 
which ought to have been ſet apart for 
the purpoſes of devotion, and employed 
in meditating on thoſe ſubjects which lead 
men into a knowledge of their hearts, the 
preſent ſtate of their ſouls, and the pro- 
greſs, or declenſion of the principles of 
the divine life and chriſtian temper, com- 
pared with the juſt demands of the con- 
ſtraining love of Chriſt : ſuch ſubjects as 
humble them in their own eyes on ae- 
count of their paſt deſerts, and animate. 
them, from a principle of the — 
| 4 oo to live © and to 11 works. . 
| 8 "Proms. 
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5 this Rn proneneſs in ſome 
of our hearers to content themſelves witli 
the ſuppoſed ſoundneſs of their faith, 
and from the ſame proneneſs in others to 
fatisfy and pride themſelves becauſe their 
religious creed, on account of the few ar- 
ticles it contains, is free from error and ſu- 
perſtition, have ariſen the diſſenſions that 
have prevailed among chriſtians in every 
age. Hence the preference given to one mi- 
niſter, is not unfrequently at the expence, 
and to the diſparagement of another. * I 
am for Paul,” ſays one; I am for Apol- 

os,” ſays another; I am for Cephas,” 
is the voice of a third; © and I am for 
Chriſt,” is the ſelf-applauding declaration 
of a fourth. This laſt, and in the perſon's 
mind, the beſt and moſt ſecure diſtinction, 
the apoſtle begins with reprobating, by aſk- 
ing this checking queſtion, © Was Chriſt 
divided?“ and again, was Paul cruci- 
filed for you?“ who is Paul?” He was 
as much diſpleaſed with thoſe who follow- 
ed him-in preference to other preachers, 
as with the reſt, becauſe the principle on 
which his partizans proceeded was a 
wrong one, To mortify them he very 
pertinently 
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me his moſt earneſt deſire. 


toy 


pertinently puts another queſtion; While 
one ſaith, © I am of Paul; and another, 


of Apollos; * © are ye not carnal, and 
walk as men? Zealous to fee them cul- 


tivating a lowly and penitent diſpoſition, | 
to find among them an increafing ac- 
quaintance with their own hearts, and 


with the real worth of the gofpel as 4 
ſanctifying principle; to obſerve them 
improving in holineſs, this beſt know- 
ledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; to behold 
them with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, 
with long ſuffering, forbearing one ano- 
ther in love, entleavouring to keep the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, 
till they all arrive at manhood, and come th 


the unity of the faith, and the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 


to the meaſure of the ſtature of the full- 


neſs of Chriſt; and be henceforth ne 1 


more children, toſſed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the fleight of men, and cunning craf- 
tineſs, whereby they he in wait to de- 
ceive . This was all the e =_y | 


| ® Epheſ, iv. 2, 3—13, 14. 


” 1 US 
- Zealous as he was, that all poſfible 
knowledge, and the beſt gifts ſhould bs 
coveted, and that thewell informed powers 
of the mind ſhould be employed in en- 
forcing the truth; yet all thoſe powers 
were to be exerted in ſubſervience to ſome- 
thing more excellent than any thing elſe ; 

| namely, the edifying one another in love 3 
i. e. not barely a cold acquieſcence in ei- 
ther party, that the other ſhould differ 
in ſentiments ; but that ardour of affec- 
tion one towards another, which proceeds 
from a growth of grace in ourfelves, and 
diſcovers its joy; that becauſe we our- 
ſelves have been redeemed from fin, others 
have been redeemed likewiſe ; and that 
we are all, notwithſtanding our different 
ideas of things which at preſent muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be unavoidable, travelling the 
ſame road in an hatred of ſin and love of 


holineſs, towards that world where we 


| ſhall know, completely, the height and 
depth, and length and breadth of the 
love of - Chrift, which paſſeth know- 
ledge, and be filled with, all 007 fulneſs 


of God. e 3 
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17 that proneneſs which there is in Hu- 


man nature to pay the principal attention 
unto doctrines to be believed, be a great 


imperfection in the people; may I not 


alk, whether it be not criminal in the 


preacher to encourage it, eſpecially in his 
ſermons; although on this account he 
may become very popular, and the mul- 
titude crowd round his pulpit The po- 


pularity of the preacher is no certain teſt 


of the uſefulneſs of his preaching; the 


people being frequently far from prefer- 
ring that which is moſt wholeſome to that 
which is moſt palatable to the mental 
appetite. To bring their underſtandings 


to ſubmit to what cannot be underſtood, 


and to believe readily and ſtrongly, as of 
eſſential importance, what they have not 
a ſingle clear idea of, is no very difficult 
matter: but to gain over the ſubmiſſion 
of their hearts and wills to the intelligible 


and purifying injunctions of the crucified 


Saviour, is a taſk much harder indeed, 
But ſtrange and deplorable as it is! under 
the idea of ſupporting what each called 


the truth, the apoſtle perceived in ſome. 


of his colleagues 1 in the miniſtry, an eager- 
x neſs 


”N 


+1... 1 

 nefsto eret en the foundation of Chriſt 
crucified, ſyſtems of their own, compoſed 
of different materials: it may be gold, 

filver, precious ſtones; or it may be wood, 
hay, ſtubble, 1. e. hay and ſtraw mixed 
with earth. He ſaw ſuch a diſpoſition, 
and moſt certainly wiſhed to check it: 
and therefore gave this ſerious caution ; 
Let every man take heed how he build 
thereupon :—for the fire ſhall try eve- 
ry man's work of what ſort it is. If 
any man's work abide which he hath 
built thereupon, he ſhall receivea reward: 
if any man's work ſhall be burnt, he 
ſhall ſuffer loſs ; but he himſelf ſhall be 
ſaved, yet ſo as by fire . Why will not 
the miniſters of the goſpel attend more 
to this alarming circumſtance? Why 
not conſtantly bear in mind the direc- 
tions of Paul to Timothy and Titus, for 
the regulation of their publick inſtruc- 
tions ta the people ? directions molt ſalu- 
tary at all times and in all circumſtances. 

To the former he gives the following 
advice; of thoſe things put them in re- 
membrance, namely, that Jeſus Chriſt 
+ 0 S OT OG 


7 Chap, iii. 1215, 


to l 


of the feed of David was raiſed up ere 
the dead; that this is a credible: ſaying 
for if we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo 
live with him; if we ſuffer, we ſhall - 
reign with him; 3 if we deny him, he will 
alſo deny us. Of theſe things put them 
in remembrance ; charging them before 
the Lord, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
that they ſtrive not about words to no 
profit ; but to the ſubverſion of the hear- 
ers. Do not we greatly ſtand in need ak 
the ſame advice at preſent? F or in what 
do many of our differences concerning the 
principal doctrines in diſpute among. us 
conſiſt; but in a diſtinction of words? 
Are they not metaphyſical diſtinctions, 
which our hearers de not underſtand, 
and expreſſed ih terms which ſcripture 
| knows nothing of; and which therefore 
tend to no profit? What has been, the 
conſequence of thoſe long continued ſpe- 
culations on the doctrines of chriſtianity | 
' which have diſturbed the church in every 
age? what unhappy paſſions have they 
excited | what altercation, what miſchief 
have they occafionitd | What has. been 
the event of * attempt to explain 

thoſe 


- » 


1 


thoſè docttines? In what Mate does the 
controverſy remain now? in what ſtate 
is it likely to remain? rather, in what 
ſtate are the ſouls of our hearers? Is the 
pride of their opinions curbed, and the 
vanity of their high thoughts and ima- 
ginations brought into ſubjection to the 
obedience of the precepts, and a reſem- 
blance of the ſame mind and temper as 

was in Chriſt? It diſtreſſes one greatly 
to obſerve numbers of our modern preach= 
ers acting as if they really thought that a 
ſyſtem of divinity, previouſly formed in 
their minds, lying as the foundation of 
every ſermon, introduced on almoſt every 
occaſion, and ſometimes expreſſed in-ſuch 
a manner as muſt ſhock the ear of every 
thinking and ſerious perſon *, could have 

5 any 


* 


I allude to ſuch decterniinnd as tis following 
That God could not pardon fin unleſs an infinite ſatiſ- 
faction had been made to him. Fhat the eternal God, 
the Creator of the world, died on the croſs the in- 
finite evil of fin, &c. & c. Nay, they have ſo accuſtomed 
their hearers to a particular ſet of terms and phraſes, 
handed down as it wete by tradition, that the ideas 
they were e intense to convey are often 

byerlooked 


© "0020 
any other effect on the generality of the 
people, than that of confounding or 
ſubverting their minds. Why do they, 
and eſpecially why do the younger part 
of them launch out into the unfathom- 
able and boundleſs ocean of myſtery; 
and that too with a great preſs of ſail, 
and ſometimes with but a little ballaſt ? 
particularly when it is conſidered that an 
attempt to explain a myſtery muſt be an 
abſurdity of the firſt magnitude; and 
that in propor tion to their preſent mo- 
deſty, their views of things may hereafter 
be altered, if not with regard to the ar- 
ticles of their faith, yet with regard to 
the importance of diſcufſing them; be- 
| cauſs 


overlooked by the people, whom I have not unfre- 
quently found to be as ignorant of their real import, 
as by long cuſtom: they were become fluent in the uſe 
of them. And what is worſe than this, when they 
go to hear another preacher who ſhall endeavour ta 
cloath his ſentiments in ſuch language, as he thinks 
to be more properly adapted to convey as forcibly as 
language can convey the ſublime meaning of the. 
inſpired writings, ſych a preacher ſhall be prejudged 
by them to his diſadvantage, even before he is able 
to make known the drift of * diſcourſe, | | 


AW 
cauſe the gaining of all knowledge and 
underſtanding all myſteries is in itſelf 
nothing. Why do we not all of us con- 
fine our diſcourſes to ſuch ſubjects as are 
plain, intelligible, and have the moſt 
pointed tendency to the ſanctifying of the 
heart? which muſt be the caſe when we 
are preaching Chriſt crucified ; but can- 
not be the caſe, whatever may be ima- 
gined, when we run into doctrines of 
doubtful diſputation, with reſpect to which 
wiſe and good men of different perſua- 
ſions have met with difficulties, and been 
put to a ſtand. When we have clear con- 
ceptions that an infinite Being that God 
infinitely powerful —infinitely wiſe in- 
finitely gracious, has himſelf appointed 
the method of ſaving ſinners from their 
fins, by ſending . his Son into the world 
for this purpoſe; what ought we, or our 
hearers to defire more to know at pre- 
ſent? I appeal likewiſe to facts and ex- 
perience, whether they would not be more 
improved by a plain account of the exceed- 
ing ſinfulneſs of fin; evinced in the hor- 
fors of mind, or what is much more to be 
dreaded, the * ſtupidity of mind which it 
occaſions, 
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_ eccaſions, and in the devaſtation- which 
it makes on the living temple of the ſoul 


of man, than any attempt whatſoever 
to prove by barren demonſtration the in- 


finite evil of fin? And fince the ill ef« 


fects of Adam's fin, whatever they might 
have been, are either removed or remove- 
able by 'Chriſt crucified, I would eſpe- 
cially aſk, whether the preacher is not 
more in the way of his duty, when urg 8 
ing on his hearers the dreadful conſe- 
quences of ſinning wilfully after he has 
received the knowledge of the truth; 


and thus crucifying the Lord of life and 


glory afreſh, and putting him to an open 


name, in the view of unbelievers, when 


they behold the profane lives of perſons 
profeſſing chriſtianity, and are encourag- 
ed to put this ſcoffing queſtion, *< What 
do ye more than others?” Once more, 
when they have this animating encourage. 


ment, that the grace of God ſhall be ſuf- 


ficient for them, and that his ſtrength 
ſhall be made perfect 1 in their weakneſs; 


- why chill all the animation of the thought, 
by ſending them on a cold and unprofit- 


able enquiry, whether .man can do any 


1 


fi 


or nothing; 3 or How much, of -k6w little ; 
with regard to his ſalvation; particularly 
while they are commanded to Work out 8 
their On falvation with fear and tremb- 
ling, from this ſloth=reproving and excit- 
ing conſideration *, that it is God him- 
felf + who is conftantly giving the « energy 
to theit deſires and to the exertion of them, 

on account of his good pleaſure towards 
them? In a word, I would ſubmit it to 
your Jjadg ments, whether it is not mif- 
employing the Sabbath day, and degrad- 
ing the dignity of the pulpit, by fing it 
with ſp eculations on doctrines of doubt- 
ful Kifputation 1 ? Perhaps it will be found 
to be ſo, from conſidering the nature of 
man as he 1 is in himſelf, and circumſtanced 
as he is in 4 world full of ſnates and im- 
pediments to holinefs : and if it ſhould be 
found ſo, the apoſtle is as juſt as he is 
frriking in his expreſſion, when he ſtyles 
fuch ſpeculations, vain babblings and 
op ons of fcience falſely fo called; 

not deſerving the name of knowledge, 


becauſe in- timed and miſapplied, FN 
H On 


M Philip. ii. i 0 — evi 0g xc. 
1 G erreywy, in the Pe 


r 5 J 
on this ground, namely the nature and 
condition of man, as an inhabitant ef this - 
world, I ſhall reſt my argument to prove, 
more fully, the ſuperior uſefulneſs of 
confining ourſelves to the preaching. of 
Chriſt crucified. - _ 
| Behold man therefore compoſed of two 
oppoſite principles, the fleſh and the 
ſpirit ; deriving the beſt part of his con- 
ſtitution from God himſelf, allied, as to 
his mental powers, to the world of ſpirits ; 3 
and in his bodily frame, to tlie duſt of 
this earth, where he is to reſide for a 
while, that his ſoul may be trained up for 
the enjoyment of it's God in heaven. In 
this mixed condition of his nature, be- 
hold within him a continual conteſt be- 
tween the law of his mind, indueing am 
to ſeek after God, and find his happ 
nels in God; and the law hs i 
in his members, drawing away his heart 
from God by the deceitfulneſs of fin, and 
the influence which material objects, 
united with the powers of earth- born 
paſſions, have over the judgment to pre- 
vent it, and over the conſcience to ſlight 
its admonitions. Behold him therefore 
roving up and down, day after day, feek- 
g 
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ing reſt and finding none: his conſcience 
the mean while reproving him, and his 
paſſions clamorouſly demanding freſh gra- 
tification. Now, to put the beſt con- 
ſtruction we, or rather he himſelf, poſ- 
fibly can on his actions, what muſt be the 
ſtate of his mind at the cloſe of the week; 
whatever may have been his tranſactions, 
whether engaged in worldly concerns to 
| a great degree or not, whether in trade 
or out of it, whether in the gayer ſcenes 
of life, or in its more ſober amuſements? 
Something at leaſt has been omitted which 
ought to have been done for God; and 
ſomething done which cannot bear the 
reflections of his mind, but diſturbs its 
tranquillity. In this ſituation, the morn- 
ing of the Sabbath day dawns upon him: 
he is called to leave the world beneath 
him, and to go up unto the houſe of 
God; to worſhip that Being who trietn 
the reins and the heart ; that holy Being 
whom he hath offended. Under the 
gloom which hangs over his mind, how 
chearing is it to him to conſider that it is 
the day of his Lord—crucified, | but riſen 
from the dead; and therefore that he is 
H2 brought 


the croſs ; and can bow before his throne 


unto him by the death of bis Son; much 


idea of the chriſtian Sabbath; and teach 
him in What manner it is to be ſpent, 


ſoul, by paying a cloſe attention to hu - 


muſt immediately perceive what a ten- 


there is in the chriſtian Sabbath, on which, 
the rays of heavenly light and immorta- 


5 conſtraining love of Chriſt to hve hences 


E 
brought nigh unto God by the blood of 


in full aſſurance of faith, that if when 


We were enemies to God we were reconciled 


more being once reconciled, ue ſhall ba 
radually ſaved from the power of fin by | 

A life. Are not theſe the two leading 

circumſtances which give him the true 


both at home and in the houſe of God; 
and what he ought to expect from the 
chriſtian preacher? If the grand obye 


' which ſhould be conſtantly kept in views 


in all publick inſtruction, is to correct 
the errors of the heart, and to purify the 


man nature, ſurely the chriſtian preacher 
dency to produce theſe deſirable purpoſes 
lity are ſhining with ſo ſtrong and pleaſe 


ing rays | He muſt perceive that his 
buſineſs is to urge on his hearers by the. 


forth 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who. ſhall change their 
vile bodies, that they may become like 


E 

forth not unto themſelves, indulging tho 
inclinations of animal nature; but unto 
him who died for them and roſe again. We 


are to wean them from this world by open 


ing the gates of heaven to their view; and 
diſplaying, as far as mortality can diſplay. 
the glorious effects of the Saviour's cruc | 
fixion, 1 in ſo perfectly deſtroying ſin, that 

it ſhall never enter there, to interrupt 


the pure offices, the delightful worſhip, 


and the extatic joys of the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. We are to render 
their religious ſervices as ſweetly pleaſing 
as their earthly pleaſures were deceivingly 
inſinuating. We are to cultivate in them 
a devotional- temper, and encourage them 
to hold communion with the Father and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt; and to have 
their converſation in heaven from whence 
they will then look for the coming of the 


to his glorious body. We are hereby to 
turn their paſſions and affections into the 
proper channel ; and to change the nature 
of them by changing their ahjects; their 
fear, not of man, but of alfending = 

Þ their 


t 34 1 


their hatred, not of their enemies, but of 
their own pride, perverſeneſs and ingrati- 
| tude; their love, not of the world, but 
of God, and of Chriſt and divine things. 
Thus they will not turn away their feet 
from the Sabbath; they will call it a de- 
light, the holy of the Lord, honourable; 
they will go from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
nll they appear perfect before God in 
heaven. For they will be fortified, in 
the beſt manner poſſible, againſt tempta- 
tions; when they return again unto the 
neceſſary avocations of life: they will, 
ſo long as they continue on the theatre 
of this world, be inſtructed how to act 
x their parts aright, as perſons only repre- 
ſenting characters which they are to take 
on . for the preſent: in the leading 
traits of human life, its ſocial connec- 
tions -its ſorrows—its joys—its poſſeſ- 
ſtions—and its honours: ſo that they 
who have wives will be as though they 
had none; and they who weep as though 
they wept not; and they who rejoice as 
though they reoiced not; and they who 
bup, as though they poſſeſſed not; and 
ny” who uſe the world, as not abuſing 


It 


. by oy : 


TE. 


it—becauſe they know. that the whole 
ſcenery or faſhion of it is paſſing away, 
and they will be without that real anxiety. 
which thoſe ſuffer whoſe characters the, 
repreſent. . | 
If the moſt ſerious part of our berger 
if aged chriſtians—if thoſe who have ſeen. 
moſt of the vanity of human life, and 
have made the higheſt attainments in the 
divine life if they count all things but 


loſs for the excellence of the know- 


ledge of Chriſt Jeſus their Lord—if their 
higheſt ambition be that they may know 
him, and the power of his reſurrection, 
and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings ; being 
made conformable unto his death— 
doubtleſs preaching Chriſt crucified, muſt 
be at leaſt equally neceſſary for thoſe 
who are reſtleſsly enquiring, who will 
ſhew us any good? from whatever cauſe _ 
that reſtleſſneſs of enquiry may proceed. 
Away then with all thoſe ſpeculations | 
which, from the nature of man, from 
facts and the experience of ſo many cen- 
turies, have been proved to anſwer ſcarcely . 
any other purpoſe than that of promot- 
| J; ang. 


| perplexing their minds, and cauſing them 


was cruciffed unto him and he unto the 
world: he did rot ſeek to pleafe men, 


I 363 
Ig differences among chriſtians; of RE 


to remain in uncertainty concerning the 
weight of the arguments advanced to 
prove the truth of the diſputable, and 


| therefore unedifying doctrines afferted to 
be true. From their uncertarnty about 
them, the Sabbath day is ſpent uncom- 


fortably, hour after hour; till it is paſt; 
and the cares of the world return witlt 


their uſual, if not greater force than ont 


the preceding week, with little or no 
reparation made for reſiſting tlem. 
I would to God that we could all of us 
be induced to facrifice our talents, our 
pride, our love of popularity, or of pro- 


fit, on the altar of publick utility. The 


Apoftle Paul could do it. The world 


but God. We ſhould not then preach 


Chriſt out of envy, or ſtrife; or vain 


glory. But at the ſame time that we 
are grieved at the unhappy conduct of 
athers, we fhall be affured; as Be was; 


that our method of preaching Chnf? will 


turn to our nn i "A our 
people's 


E998 
people's prayers and the ſupply of the 
Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt: and cauſe us to, 
perſevere in the ſame method, notwith- 
ſanding we may find ourſelves for a 
while in the ſame predicament with the 
apoſtle, who perceived that a preference 
was ſometimes given to other Pee 
above him. 

Earneſt ourſelves in impreſſing on our 
hearers, without regard to any ſyſtem 
whatever, the real value of the doctrine 
of a crucified Saviour; a doctrine which 
ſpeaks to the heart—and they feeling to 
a demonſtration how rational is our ac- 
count of chriſtianity; the natural curio- 
ſity of the human mind will prevent 
them from being indifferent to the various 
appendages to the grand truth which 
pertaineth to godlineſs: and they will 
endeavour to form conceptions of the 
particular parts of it in a manner equally 
rational: their minds will not revolt from 
the explanation of any particular text 
given occaſionally. by ſuch a preacher; 
though different from their traditionary 
conceptions; but it will. be received with 


I promoted 


candour the truth will in the event be 


7: 58 1 
promoted in the moſt effectual, and 


probably in the moſt expeditious man- 
ner: the unjuſtifiable inſinuation that 


there is more godlineſs in one party of 


chriſtians than another, will ceaſe—the 
happy times of the goſpel will return, 


when unbelievers ſhall take up, to full 
effect, that admirable proverb, once uſed ; 


and ſay, © behold chriftians love one 
another :* in due time the various temples 


of the Lord will be thrown wide open 
for the entrance of every fincere and de- 


vout worſhipper alike ; and there will be 
but one ſheepfold under one ſhepherd,— 
every one will extend his enquiries and 
reſearches after farther knowledge of the 
Lord with equal amity: and. whenever 
they find their views bounded—not by a 
cloud of confuſion, to dim their fight, 


but by the clear horizon, through which 


the eye of mortality cannot penetrate z 


they will be contented with their preſent 


bright and pleaſing proſpect; and will 
wait with joyful expectation for the hap- 
py day, when the mental eye ſhall be en- 
larged, they themſelves he raiſed above 
this hemiſphere, and ſee not as they do 

nowW, 


[9 F 
now, in a glaſs darkly; but. know evert 


as they are known. 
Now the God of peace, who beat 


again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that 


great ſhepherd of the ſheep, through the 
blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 
us all perfect to do his will; working in 
us that which is well - pleaſing in his ſighht, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Vol. I. of Sermons on the Influence of Piety z in 
promoting the perſonal Happineſs of Man and; . 
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Although the ſubſtance of the above framed was: 93 
e ſeveral years ſince, yet the publication 
them has been unexpectedly and unavoidably delayed} 3 
by a moſt ſtubborn diſorder and other circumſtance 
which, if known, would excite. no other ſentiment 
ſcarcely, than thoſe of ftrong, though perhaps all 

unavailing pity. However diſagreeable this apology 1 
may be, yet it is hoped that it will be deemed a 15. 
ficient one by his kind ſubſcribers, whom the author 


5 inſert their names at the end of the 2d volume. 


* 


ES 
„ * 


+ 


